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Camden cafes and milk bars
Abstract
The local milk bar is a largely unrecognized part of Camden modernism where the latest trends in American
food culture made their way into the small country town by Australian Greek immigrants. The design,
equipment and fitout of local cafes and milk bars was at the cutting edge of Interwar fashion. The cafes were a
touch of the exotic with their Art Deco style interiors, where fantasy met food without the social barriers of
daily life of the Interwar period. Camden milk bars rarely just sold milk shakes unlike their counterparts in the
city. To make a living and ensure that their businesses paid their way the cafes and milk bars also sold fruit and
vegetables, meals, sandwiches, lollies, sweets and chocolates.
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 Con Diomis  May 4, 2016 at 7:14 pm Edit
Hi, 
Talk about the Greeks bringing there expertise to Cafes. 
The Paris Cafe was bought by my Mother and Father Colleen and JIMMY Diomis back in the late 60’s around 1968 and
sold in the early 70’s I do believe to either the Summners or Yhe Gooch family.
Dads Hamburgers were made in the traditional way and was famous for them.
Prior to the highway being built all the Buses that being, Ansett, Greyhound and other bus companies all stopped as we
were the first Cafe that they came upon in Argyle street when heading to Melbourne.
We had the Wirlitzer Jute box playing and also Greek music especially Zorba the Greek dance when the buses pulled
up out the front.
JIMMY also worked at the Camden Cafe when he first came to Camden on the 50’s hence how he ended meeting
Colleen Curry of Elderslie.
Here is a picture of the cafe and Dad and myself.
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